                                       “RULE 12”

  INSTANT REPLAY


Reviewable Plays. The Replay System will cover the following play situations only:

(1) Plays governed by Sideline, Goal Line, End Zone, and End Line:

A
Scoring plays, including a runner, in possession of the ball, breaking the plane of the goal line.

B
Pass complete/incomplete/intercepted at sideline, goal line, end zone, or end line.

C
Runner/receiver in or out of bounds.

D
Recovery of loose ball in or out of bounds, including end zones.
(2) Passing Plays:

A
Pass ruled complete/incomplete/intercepted in the field of play and end zones.

B
Touching of a forward pass by an ineligible receiver.

C
Touching of a forward pass by a defensive player.

D
Quarterback (Passer) forward pass or fumble (If ruled incomplete, the play is over).

E
Forward pass or illegal handing beyond the line of scrimmage.

F
Forward pass or illegal handing after change of possession.

G
Forward or backward pass thrown from behind the line of scrimmage (If the pass is ruled forward and is incomplete, the play is over).
(3)  Other reviewable situations:

A
Runner ruled not down.
B
Forward progress with respect to a first down.
C
Touching of a kick by any player.

D
Number of players on the field during a play.

      E    Clock adjustment on a play resulting in a reversal.

      F    Fourth-down/try fumble recovery.

1. 

2. 
 Non-Reviewable plays include but are not limited to:
1. Holding
2. Off sides / encroachment
3. Pass Interference
4. Personnel Fouls
5. Illegal Blocks
6. Illegal Formations
7. Face Mask

8. Taunting/Excessive celebration

9. False Starts

10. Roughing Passer/ Kicker

11. Fighting participations
NOTE: On page 1 with the exception of 2-B, 2-C, 2-E, 2-F, 3-C and 3-D, any of which could result in a “late” flag for a foul or canceling a foul already flagged during a play, no other fouls or potential fouls are reviewable.

3. 
4. 

APPROVED RULINGS (A.R.)   

5. 

Kickoffs

A.R. 12.1   Illegal touch


On a kickoff to start the game, the ball is rolling loose at a sideline at the B-40 yard line. A80 recovers the ball after being voluntarily out of bounds.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Foul by A80. Team A’s re-kicks from the A-30. NOTE: If A80 had not touched the kick, his foul for re-entering the field would not be reviewable. 

A.R. 12.2   Touching of an onside kick

On a kickoff to start the game, Team A tries an onside kick. A80 has his feet at the A-44 when he picks up the ball that is on the ground at the A-46. Officials rule illegal touching.

Ruling: Reviewable Play. Not illegal touching. A’s 1/10 on B-46.  

6. 
A.R. 12.3   

With 3 minutes remaining in the 4th quarter on an onside kick attempt, the ball is touched first by A20 at the A-40 and then is recovered by A80 at the 50. Officials award ball to Team A at 50.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on A-40.

A.R. 12.4

At the start of 2nd half, Team A attempts a surprise onside kick. Officials rule that the ball was touched by B and then went out of bounds at the A-47 and give Team B the ball at that spot. Replays show that the ball did not touch B.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B may take the ball where it went out of bounds or have A rekick after a 5 yard penalty.
7. 

8. 
A.R. 12.5   Forward or backward pass after kick

Team A kicks off with three seconds left in the game. The kickoff goes to B15 who returns the ball to the B-25 and attempts to throw a backward pass. B45 catches the pass and runs for a touchdown. The Line Judge throws a flag for an illegal forward pass. A replay shows the pass was backward.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchdown. Flag for illegal forward pass does not kill play. Try may or may not have to be attempted.
A.R. 12.6   Kickoff out of bounds

On a kickoff to start the game, the ball is rolling loose at the B-12 yard line. The ball rolls out of bounds at the B-10 yard line after touching B15’s foot. Officials rule kickoff out of bounds untouched by B.

Ruling: Reviewable play, touching of a kick. B’s ball 1/10 on B-10 yard line.  

A.R. 12.7   

With 5 seconds left in the 4th quarter, Team A kicks off and the ball goes between the legs of kick returner B15 without touching him, then out of bounds at the B-5 yard line. Officials rule the ball touched B15, started the game clock, which then expired during the play.

Ruling: Reviewable play, touching of a kick. B’s ball 1/10 at the B-35 yard line. Put 5 seconds back on the game clock. Since the ball was not legally touched in the field of play, the clock should not have started.

A.R.  12.8. 

Team A kicks off and the ball hits the sideline at the B-15 yard line, then bounces back towards the middle of the field where A20 falls on it. Officials rule that the ball did not hit the sideline at the B-15 and award possession to team A.
Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 at the B-35. 

9. 

Non-Reviewable situations on kickoffs include:


A.R 12.9   Kick hitting the ground off the tee

On a kickoff to start the game, A12 tries an onside kick. The ball hits the ground as soon as it leaves the tee and bounds high in the air to the A-48 where B25 calls for a fair catch. A20 contacts B25 before the ball arrives and A30 recovers it. Officials rule fair catch interference.

Ruling: Unreviewable play.

A.R. 12.10   Possession of a kick in the field of play

On an onside kick attempt, A20 leaps in the air and grabs the ball at the A-48 yard line.  He comes down inbounds and loses the ball after his left knee touches the ground.  B45 recovers the loose ball, and the officials give possession to Team B.

Ruling: Reviewable play from two aspects:  (1) A20 OB on his own or forced out. If that is not an issue, go to (2): runner down with the ball in his possession.  The ball is dead when A20’s knee touches the ground with A20 in possession. If this fact is confirmed by replay, then the ball belongs to Team A, 1/10 on the A-48. 
A.R. 12.11   Blocking by kickers before touching
On an onside kick attempt, before the ball travels 10 yards, A40 blocks B15 above the waist and from the front at the A-43 yard line, thus enabling Team A to recover at the A-47. Officials give possession to Team A with no flag.
Ruling: Non-reviewable play.  NOTE: Had the ball been recovered by Team A short of the A-45, this touching would be reviewable, but still not the lack of a flag for the illegal block.
A.R. 12.12   Spot of kick out of bounds that is untouched 


On a surprise onside kick attempt in the 3rd quarter, the ball goes out of bounds untouched at the A-44 yard line. The officials mark the ball at the A-46 and give possession to the Team B at that spot.

Ruling: Unreviewable play 
A.R. 12.13

Team A kicks off and the ball lands near a sideline at the B-15 yard line, then bounces back towards the middle of the field where A20 falls on it. Officials rule that the ball hit the sideline at the B15; kick off out of bounds.

Ruling:Non-reviewable play. Once officials rule the ball out of bounds the play is over (similar to a runner ruled down). 

A.R. 12.14

Team A kicks off and the ball goes out of bounds at the B-1 yd line. Officials rule touchback.

Ruling: Unreviewable play.



Running Plays

A.R. 12.15   Runner down by rule
1/10 on the A-20. A40 takes a handoff and runs to the A-25 where he loses the ball, and B15 recovers. Officials rule fumble and give possession to Team B. A40’s left knee hit the ground before losing the ball.

Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 2/5 at the A-25.
A.R. 12.16   Forward progress with first down 

3/10 on A-20. A22 takes a handoff and runs near to the first down marker. Officials spot the ball at the 29 even though A22 had the ball extended to the A-31 yard line when his knee hit at the 29.
Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 1/10 at the A-31.
A.R. 12.17

4/10 on B-20. A22 runs to the B-9 yard line and then gets pushed back to the B-15 yard line and is never downed. Officials rule forward progress was stopped at the B-11 yard line.  

Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 1/Goal at B-9.

A.R. 12.18   Runner stepping out of bounds

1/10 on A-30. A22 takes a handoff and runs to the B-24 yard line where he is pushed out of bounds. Replays show that A22 stepped on the sideline at the B-42 yard line.
Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s 1/10 at the B-42. Adjust the game clock.

A.R. 12.19   Recovery of a loose ball in relation to a sideline

1/10 on A-20. A22 runs to the A-28 and fumbles. Replays show B77 recovering at the A-30 with one foot on the sideline. Officials gave the ball to Team B.

Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 2/2 on the A-28. Fumble forward and out of bounds; bring the ball back to spot of fumble. 
10. 

11. 

A.R. 12.20  

1/10 on A-20. A22 runs to the A-35 yard line and fumbles. B45 picks up the ball at the A-38, gets one foot down in bounds and then loses possession after hitting the ground out of bounds.

Ruling:  Reviewable play . B’s ball 1/10 at A-38 yard line.

A.R. 12.21   Loose ball hitting a sideline

1/10 on A-20. A22 runs to the A-28 and fumbles. The ball hits the sideline at the A-30 and bounces back into the field of play where B45 recovers at A-30 yard line. Officials give the ball to Team B.

Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 2/2 on the A-28. Fumble forward and out of bounds; bring ball back to spot of fumble. 
A.R. 12.22   Recovery of a loose ball in relation to a goal line

1/10 on the  A-4. A22 fumbles and B45 recovers at the goal line. Officials give the ball to B at the

A-1 yard line. Replays show that B45 recovered the ball in the end zone.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchdown for Team B. Not reviewing possession, but where player recovered in relation to a boundary line (side, end or goal line).

A.R. 12.23   Recovery of a loose ball in an end zone

1/10 on the A-2. A22 takes a handoff and fumbles when hit. B45 possesses the loose ball in Team A’s end zone with his right knee down, but A22 knocks the ball out of B45’s hands and A10 recovers the loose ball in the end zone. Officials rule Team A recovered for a safety.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchdown for Team B. B45 had possession of the ball in the end zone before A knocked it loose.

A.R. 12.24   Player out of bounds coming back in to recover a loose ball

1/10 on the A-20. A22 takes a handoff , runs to the A-25, and fumbles. B45 leaps from out of bounds and recovers the ball inbounds at the A-25. 

Ruling: Reviewable play  with regards to B45 being inbounds/out of bounds when touching ball.
A.R. 12.25   Legal handoff

1/10 on A-20. A22 takes a handoff and runs to the 50. As he is being tackled, he hands or passes the ball to A30 who is running parallel with him. A30 initially touches the ball at the 50, but doesn’t control it until the B-48 when he is ahead of A22. A30 runs for a touchdown. 
Ruling: Reviewable play. Legal hand off (or pass), touchdown stands. In order for the exchange to be illegal the player receiving the ball must be clearly in advance of the player releasing the ball when the receiver touches the ball.
A.R. 12.26  Fourth down fumble   
4/10 on B-20. QB A10 drops back to pass, is hit and loses possession of the ball. A22 catches the ball in mid-air at the B-25 yard line and runs to the B-5 yard line. Officials rule the play a pass, but replays show that A10 lost the ball (fumble) before his arm started moving forward.

Ruling:  B’s ball 1/10 at the B-25 yard line. The fourth down/PAT fumble rule can be reviewed. Additionally, if a reversal creates a fourth down/PAT fumble situation, the rule can also be enforced.

A.R. 12.27   Fumble forward out of bounds

1/10 on the B-20. A22 runs to the B-20 yard line and fumbles. B45 recovers at the B-15 yard line. Replays show that B45 had his foot on the sideline when recovering the ball.

Ruling:  Reviewable play. A’s ball 2/10 at the B-20. While the fumble forward out of bounds rule itself can not be reviewed, if a reversal creates a fumble forward situation, the rule can then be enforced.

A.R. 12.28   Fumble at a goal line

1/Goal on B-5. A22 runs to the goal line and the officials rule touchdown. Replays show that A1 fumbled before the ball crossed the goal line. The ball ended up going out of bounds in the end zone.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchback. 

Non-Reviewable situations on runs include:
A.R. 12.29   Down by rule (Whenever officials’ rule a runner down, the play is over)

1/10 on the A-20. A22 takes a handoff and runs to the A-25 where he fumbles. The LJ rules the runner down before the fumble. Replays show the ball was out before the runner was down. 

Ruling:  Unreviewable play. A’s ball 1/10 at the A-25.
A.R. 12.30   Runner stepping out of bounds (Whenever officials’ rule a runner out of bounds, the play is over)

2/10 at the A-10. A22 takes a handoff, and the officials’ rule that he stepped out of  bounds at the A-16 yard line. Replays show that A22 did not step out of bounds at the A-16.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. A’s ball 2/4 at the A-16.

A.R. 12.31   Spotting of ball not involved with first down, sideline or goal line

2/Goal on the B-9. A22 takes a handoff and is tackled in bounds at the B-2 yard line. Officials spot the ball at the B-5.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. (It does not involve a first down, side line or a score). A’s ball 3/Goal at the B-5.   

A.R. 12.32   Fourth down/PAT fumble  
4th/Goal on the B-7. QB A10 drops back to pass and fumbles. A22 picks up the ball at the B-8 and runs for a touchdown.  

Ruling:  Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on the B-8. Adjust the clock.

A.R. 12.33

4/10 on the B-20. A22 runs to the B-11 and fumbles. A30 recovers at the B-5 yard line.  Officials spot the ball at the B-9 yard line instead of the B-11 and award Team A a first down.

Ruling: Unreviewable play
A.R. 12.34   Fumble forward out of bounds 


1/10 on the A-20. A22 takes a handoff, runs to the A-25, and fumbles. The ball rolls out of bounds at the A-35, where the officials award the ball to the offense. 

Ruling:  Unreviewable play. A’s ball 1/10 at the A-35.

A.R. 12.35   Simultaneous recovery of a loose ball

1/10 on A-20. A22 runs to the A-25 and fumbles. The ball is recovered at that spot. Replays show that A80 and B45 recovered simultaneously in the middle of the field. Officials gave the ball to Team B.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. B’s 1/10 on A-25.

Passing Plays

A.R. 12.36   Pass over the middle

3/5 on the A-30. A pass over the middle to the B-45 is ruled incomplete. Replay shows that the receiver A80 had his hands under the ball. The ball never hit the ground.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Pass is complete. A’s ball 1/10 on the B-45. Wind clock on ready. 

A.R. 12.37   Pass complete

1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 throws a forward pass to A80 at the A-35 yard line. The pass is ruled incomplete. Replays show the receiver had possession and control of the ball.
Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 1/10 on the A-35.

A.R. 12.38   Pass complete then ball is fumbled
1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 throws a forward pass to A80 at the A-35 yard line, who catches it and is hit by a defender causing him to lose the ball. B45 falls on it at the A-35. Officials rule the pass complete and a fumble. Replays show the receiver had possession and control with one foot down just before losing the ball.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on A-35.

A.R 12.39   End Zone Catches

1/Goal on the B-5. A80 leaps and clearly controls a pass in the end zone, gets one foot  completely down, then loses the ball.
Ruling: Touchdown.

A.R. 12.40
1/Goal on the B-5. A80 clearly controls a pass in the air above B’s end zone, gets one foot completely down and is then hit by a defender causing him to go to the ground where he loses possession of the ball.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchdown.
A.R. 12.41 

1/Goal on the B-5. A80 controls a pass while in the air over B’s end zone, gets one foot down then loses the ball immediately. Officials rule the pass incomplete.

Ruling:  Reviewable play. Incomplete pass.
A.R. 12.42
1/Goal on the B-5. A80 controls a pass in the air above B’s end zone, gets both feet down, then continues to the ground on his own. After hitting the ground, A80 loses possession of the ball.

Ruling:  Reviewable play. Touchdown.

A.R. 12.43
1/Goal on the B-5. A80 and B45 go up in the air together to catch a pass. Officials rule A80 caught the pass and award a touchdown. Replays show B45 intercepted the pass.

Ruling: Unreviewable  play.

A.R. 12.44   Pass at a sideline

3/10 on the A-30. A80 controls a pass and gets his left foot down in bounds at the 50. As his right foot comes down, the heel hits in bounds and in the normal motion of taking a step, his toes hit out of bounds. Officials rule the pass complete.

Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 1/10 on the 50. 
A.R. 12.45 

1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 throws a pass to A80 at the A-35 yard line near a sideline. A80 gets one or two feet down in bounds and his next step hits out of bounds before losing possession of the pass.
Ruling:  Reviewable play. Completed pass. A’s ball 1/10 on the A-35.

A.R. 12.46
1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 throws a pass to A80 at the A-35 yard line near a sideline. A80 gets one foot down in bounds and his second foot hits out of bounds. A80 then goes to the ground and loses possession of the ball.

Ruling:  Reviewable play. Completed pass.  

A.R. 12.47
1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 throws a pass to A80 at the A-35 yard line near a sideline. A80 gets one foot down in bounds and his next step lands out of bounds. A80 then goes to the ground after being hit by a defender and loses possession of the ball.

Ruling:  Reviewable play. Completed pass. A’s ball 1/10 on the A-35.
A.R. 12.48
1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 throws a pass to A80 at the 35-yd line near a sideline. A80 leaps, makes the catch, and runs for a touchdown. Officials rule A80 was touching the side line when he made the catch and rule the pass incomplete. Replays show that A80 was never out of bounds.

Ruling:  Reviewable play.  Completed pass. A’s ball 1/10 on theA-35, or inadvertent whistle rule applies. On this type play we can give the offense the catch, but not the advance, since the ball is dead when the whistle sounded.
A.R. 12.49   QB pass or fumble, officials rule incomplete pass

2/10 on the A-25. QB A10 is hit while attempting to throw a forward pass. The ball hits the ground at the A-20 and 77 recovers. The referee rules incomplete pass after B77 had recovered the ball. Replays show that it was a fumble.

Ruling: Unreviewable play.  A 3/10 on the A-25.
A.R. 12.50   Pass going forward or backward 

1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 throws a pass from the A-10 yard line that is ruled forward and incomplete. Replays show the pass was backward hitting at the A-9 yard line.

Ruling:  Unreviewable play.

A.R. 12.51   Passer beyond the neutral zone
1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 scrambles and throws a pass that is completed for a TD. The LJ flags the QB for being beyond the neutral zone when the pass was thrown. Replays show the QB had his right foot on the 19-yard line and the remainder of his body was off the ground over the line, when the pass was thrown.
Ruling:  Reviewable play. Touchdown stands.

NOTE:  If the passer has his plant foot in or behind the neutral zone, the pass should be considered legal. If the passer is entirely airborne when he releases the ball, then his entire body must be beyond the neutral zone for the pass to be considered illegal.

A.R. 12.52   Illegal forward pass

1/10 on the A-20. B45 intercepts a forward pass at the 50 and returns it to the A-20 yard line, where he throws the ball forward to B33 who catches the ball at the A-18 yard line and runs for a touchdown.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Illegal forward pass. B’s ball 1/10 at A-25 yard line.
(5-yard penalty from where pass was thrown).

A.R. 12.53   Pass touched by an ineligible receiver

1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 completes a forward pass to A80 at the A-35 yard line. Replays show the ball first glancing off the shoulder of Guard A70 before A80’s catch.

Ruling: Reviewable Play.  Team A’s ball, 1/10 at A-35 .
A.R. 12.54
1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 receives the snap and immediately throws a pass to wide out A22. A22 immediately throws a pass down field to A80 who catches it and runs for a TD.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Legal play if 1st pass was clearly backward. Touchdown. 

A.R. 12.55   Pass touched by ineligible on punt

4/5 on the B-45. On a fake punt, A80, who was covered by wide out A88, catches a pass on the B-35
yard line.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Illegal touching of a forward pass.  4/10 on the 50.  

A.R. 12.56   Pass touched by eligible receiver who had been out of bounds

1/10 on the A-20. Wide receiver A80 catches a pass at the 50 and runs for a touchdown.  Prior to the catch, replays show A80 stepping on a sideline at the A-35 yard line without being forced out.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Illegal touching of a forward pass. 2/10 at the A-20.  
A.R. 12.57   Receiver who is out of bounds making catch

1/10 on the A-20. Wide receiver A80 leaps and catches a legal forward pass at the 50 and runs for a touchdown. Replays show A80’s left foot on the sideline immediately before he jumped.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Completed pass, touchdown if defender caused to step out of bounds. Otherwise illegal touching (2/10 on the A-20).
A.R. 12.58   Touching of a pass by a defensive player

3/10 on the A-30. A pass to A80 is incomplete, but B45 is flagged for defensive pass interference at the A-40. Replays show the pass was tipped at the line of scrimmage by B77 prior to the interference.

Ruling: Reviewable play. No foul. A’s ball 4/10 on the A-30.

A.R. 12.59
1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 throws a pass to A80 at the A-35 yard line. The BJ flags DPI, but the flag is picked up because the officials rule the ball was touched by B77 at the A-30 before the foul. Replays show that (a) the DPI occurred before the touching or (b) the ball was not touched by B77.
Ruling:  Reviewable play. Pass interference stands. A’s ball 1/10 on the A-35.

A.R.  12.60   Touching of a pass by an eligible receiver
2/10 on the A-20. QB A10 overthrows a pass to back A22. Guard A70 reaches for and touches the pass. A70 is flagged for illegal touching and Team A is penalized 5 yards. Replays show that the pass glanced off the shoulder of the umpire before A70 touched it.

Ruling: Reviewable play. No foul. A’s ball 3/10 on the A-20.

A.R. 12.61   QB pass or fumble--officials rule fumble

1/10 on the A-20. QB A10 is hit while passing and loses the ball. 77 recovers the ball and returns it for a touchdown. Replays show A10’s arm going forward with possession of the ball prior to losing it.

Ruling:  Reviewable play. Incomplete pass. 2/10 on the A-20.

A.R. 12.62   Forward pass – Fumble
1/10 on the B-20. QB A10 wants to throw a forward pass to receiver A80, but after realizing he is covered, attempts to bring the ball back towards his body. Before he brings the ball completely back into the trunk of his body, he loses the ball. The referee rules fumble.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Fumble if passing arm was no longer moving forward, with ball belonging to whichever team recovered. If A10’s passing arm was obviously moving forward, then it is an incomplete pass.
A.R. 12.63   QB spike to stop clock

1/10 on the B-20. With time running out in the 2nd quarter, A10 attempts to stop the clock by spiking the ball. Before his arm starts forward, the ball pops out and lands at the B-23 yard line. The referee rules incomplete pass.

Ruling:  Unreviewable play. 
A.R. 12.64   Intercepting momentum

1/10 on the B-35. A10’s pass is intercepted by B45 inside the B-5 yard line. Officials rule intercepting momentum and award B the ball at the B-1 yard line. Replays show the ball was across the goal line when B45’s foot came down at the one-yard line.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchback.

A.R. 12.65   

1/10 on theB-35. A10’s pass is intercepted by B45 inside the B-5 yard line and officials rule a touchback. Replays show that the ball was in  B45’s possession at the 1-yard line.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on the B-1.

A.R. 12.66   Forward Pass – End zone pylon

3/10 on the B-25. Wide receiver A80 controls a pass and gets his left foot down inbounds in the field of play, but his right foot hits the pylon before hitting inbounds. Officials rule incomplete pass.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchdown for A if the ball is across the plane of the goal line when the right foot contacts the pylon. If not, then ball is placed at the appropriate yard line.   

A.R. 12.67   

2/10 on the 50. A pass is thrown to A80 at B-35 yard line. Official rules pass is complete. Replay shows receiver had his foot on the sideline when he first touched the ball.
Ruling: Reviewable play. Incomplete pass. No foul for being voluntarily out of bounds. Team A’s ball, 3/10 on the 50.

A.R. 12.68   

2/10 on the 50. A pass is thrown to A80 at the B-35. Official rules the pass complete. Replays show the receiver bobbling ball while he is in the air after getting pushed, but gaining possession before hitting the ground and maintaining that possession after hitting the ground.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Completed pass. Official’s decision is confirmed. A’s ball 1/10 on the B-35. 

A.R. 12.69   Forward pass complete despite whistle

3/10 at the 50. A pass to the B-30 yard line appears to hit the ground as defender B45 attempts to intercept it. B45 bats the ball into the air. A80 catches it and runs for a touchdown, but the back judge comes in and rules the pass incomplete. Replays show that the ball never hit the ground.

Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 1/10 at the B-30. In this situation, the ball is dead where A2 gained possession.
Non-Reviewable situations on pass plays include:
A.R. 12.70  

3/10 on the 50. A pass is thrown to A80 at the B-25. The covering official rules the pass complete and flags pass interference by the defender. Replay shows that the defender made no contact with A80 as the catch was made.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. A’s ball 1/10 on B-25.

A.R. 12.71   Ineligible receivers downfield

1/10 on theB-20. Back A22 catches a screen pass and runs it in for a touchdown. Replays show guard A70 on the 15-yard line prior to the pass.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. Touchdown counts.
A.R. 12.72
1/10 on the B-20. Flanker A88 moves up on to the line of scrimmage and “covers up” tight end A80 making him ineligible. A80 goes downfield and catches a pass.

Ruling: Reviewable play for illegal touching by an ineligible receiver NOT for an ineligible receiver being downfield. Foul by A80.  1/15 on the B-25.
A.R. 12.73   

1/10 on the A-20. Wide receiver A88 catches a pass at the 50 and runs for a touchdown.  Officials penalize A88 for illegal touching after voluntarily stepping out of bounds at the A-38 prior to the catch.. Replays show that A88 was pushed out of bounds by his defender. 

Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchdown.
Miscellaneous Passing Situations

A.R. 12.74   Intentional grounding

1/10 on the B-20. QB A10 is under pressure and throws an incomplete pass. The referee flags A10 for intentional grounding.  Replays show that back A22 was within two yards of the ball when it hit the ground.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. Intentional grounding is not reviewable.

A.R. 12.75   Penalty enforcement – incorrect yardage

1/10 on the B-20. QB A10 is under pressure and throws an incomplete pass from the B-35. The referee flags intentional grounding and marks off a five-yard penalty from the spot of the pass, making it second and 30 on the B-40.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. Enforcement of a penalty is not reviewable.
A.R. 12.76   Batting
2/10 on the A-47. A80 leaps high in the air at the B-40 and possesses the pass. Before A80’s feet touch the ground, he propels the ball forward to A22 at the B-38 yard line. A22 is allowed to run for a touchdown.
Ruling: Unreviewable play. Although this was a legal bat, batting is still not reviewable.
Kicks From Scrimmage
A.R. 12.77   Touching of a kick

4/10 on the A-40. Team A punts and the rolling ball is downed by A80 on the B-9 yard line. The officials rule first (illegal) touching and award the ball to the receivers. Replays show the punted ball grazed off the fingertips of B45 at the B-13 yard line prior to the recovery by A80.

Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 1/Goal on B-9.

A.R. 12.78
4/10 on the A-40. A80 recovers a punted ball at the B-10 yard line ruled to have been touched by B45 on the B-15 yard line. Replays show that the ball did not touch B45.    

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on B-10.

A.R. 12.79   Recovery of a loose ball in relation to the sideline

4/5 on the A-20. B45 muffs a punted ball at the 50. A80 recovers at the B-45, and the officials award the ball to A. Replays show that A80’s right foot was touching the sideline as he made the recovery.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on the B-45.
A.R. 12.80  Ball hitting a sideline

4/9 on the A-25. A punts and the ball hits the sideline at the B-27. It bounces back into the field of play where B-25 picks it up and runs for a touchdown. Officials award a TD to B.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on the B-27. Adjust the game clock.
A.R. 12.81   Ball hitting a goal line

4/5 on the A-47. Team A’s punt hits the B’s goal line untouched and bounces back into the field of play where it is picked up by B45 and returned to the B-38 yard line. Officials give the ball to B at the 38.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on the B-20. Ball is dead when it hits in the end zone. Adjust the clock.
A.R. 12.82
4/7 on the A-40. Team A’s punt is first touched and downed by A80 at the B-10 yard line. Officials rule that A80 voluntarily stepped on the sideline before touching the ball, and mark off a 5-yard penalty against team A from the previous spot due to A80 returning to the field. Team A would have to re-kick. Replays show A80 never touched the sideline.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on the B-10 yard line. If A80 had not touched the kick, the play would not be reviewable.
A.R. 12.83
4/7 on the A-23. A80 voluntarily touches a sideline while running downfield to cover a punt. B45 muffs the punt, and A80 recovers at the B-30 yard line.

Ruling: Reviewable play, since A80 touched the ball. A80 returned inbounds illegally. Penalize Team A 5 yards from the previous spot. Team A 4/12 on the A18.
A.R. 12.84
4/9 on the A-30. A80 voluntarily touches a sideline while running downfield to cover a punt, then downs the ball at the B-37. Officials rule A80 illegally returned inbounds and penalize Team A 5 yards from the previous spot. Replays show A88, who had not been out of bounds, touched the ball at the B-40 before it was downed by A80.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Foul by A80, since he touched the kick. If penalty is enforced, Team A 4/14 on the A-25. Team B may also take the ball at the spot of first touching (B-40) by A88. The final spot (B-37) is also a possibility, but should not be offered to Team B.

A.R. 12.85   Touching of a kick prior to contacting the kicker

4/11 on the B-45. B15 is flagged for running into the kicker. Replays show that B15 touched the ball before running into the punter.

Ruling: Reviewable play. If the ball is touched there is no foul for running into the kicker.

A.R. 12.86   Roughing the kicker

4/19 on the B-40. B15 is called for roughing the kicker. Replays show that B15 touched the ball before roughing the punter.

Ruling: Reviewable play. The touching is reviewable, but it does not automatically negate the penalty. The referee can still call roughing the kicker if the contact was caused by a different Team B player.
A.R. 12.87   Touching of a kick at a goal line

4/7 on the B-42. Team A’s punt hits on the 1-yard line and bounces into the air toward B’s end zone. A80 leaps from the field of play and bats the ball back to A22 at the 2-yard line. Officials rule touchback. Replays show that ball did not break the plane of the goal line before A80 touched the ball.
Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on B-2.

A.R. 12.88
4/7 on the B-42. Team A’s punt hits on the 1-yard line and bounces in the air toward the end zone. A80 leaps from the field of play and bats the ball to A22 at the 2-yard line. Officials rule ball dead at 2-yard line. Replays show that the ball had broken the plane of the goal line when A80 touched it.
Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchback. B’s ball 1/10 on the B-20.
A.R. 12.89   Kick hitting a goal line

4/20 on the B-40. Team A’s punted ball hits the goal line and bounces back to the B-3 yard line, where it is downed by A80. Officials give the ball to B at the 3-yard line.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Touchback. B’s ball 1/10 at the B-20.
A.R. 12.90   Kick hitting in an end zone

4/10 on theB-45. Team A’s punt hits in B’s end zone untouched, then bounces back into the field of play where it is picked up by B45 and returned to the 50. Officials give ball to B at the 

50-yard line.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on the B-20. Ball is dead when it hits in end zone.

Non-Reviewable scrimmage kick situations include:
A.R. 12.91   Possession of a kick in the field of play

4/5 on the A-20. B45 fumbles a punted ball in the middle of the field at the 50. A80 and B45 gain simultaneous possession at the B45, but the officials award possession to A80.
Ruling: Unreviewable play. Which team recovers a loose ball in the field of play is not reviewable.
A.R. 12.92   Spot of kick out of bounds untouched 


4/5 on the A-45. Team A’s punt goes out of bounds untouched at the B-9 yard line. The officials mark the ball at the 4-yard line.

Ruling: Unreviewable play, since the ruling did not involve the ball hitting a sideline or the touching of a kick.
A.R. 12.93   Blocking an opponent into a kicked ball

4/8 on the A-33. Team A’s punt is rolling at the B-31 where A80 blocks B45 into the ball. A22 recovers the ball, and the officials award Team A possession.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. While the touching of a kick is reviewable, being blocked into a kicked ball is not.  

A.R. 12.94   Ball hitting the ground before reaching the punter

4/11 on the B-45. B55 is called for running into the kicker. Replays show that the ball hit the ground before the punter caught the ball.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. Touching of kick by player is reviewable, not whether the ball hits the ground prior to being touched. Nor is any action by the kicker which would raise a question as to whether he intended to kick the ball and thus did/did not deserve protection.
A.R. 12.95   Fair catch interference 

4/18 on the A-40. A80 contacts B45 before B45 touches the ball. The ball bounces off B45 to the B-35 yard line, where A88 recovers there. Team A is awarded possession.

Ruling: Unreviewable Play. Fair catch interference is not reviewable.
A.R. 12.96   Invalid fair catch signal

4/5 on the A-35. On a punted ball, B45 gives an invalid fair catch signal.  

Ruling: Unreviewable play. A signal for a fair catch is not reviewable.

A.R. 12.97   Advance by fair catch signaler

4/7 on the A-35. B45 signals for a fair catch, but B27 catches the punt and returns it for a touchdown.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. Fair catch signal is not reviewable.

A.R. 12.98
4/7 on the A-35. B45 signals for a fair catch. The ball hits the ground and bounces to B45 who returns it for a TD. 

Ruling: Unreviewable play.

A.R. 12.99
1/10 on the A-20. B45 fumbles a punted ball at the B-40 yard line. A80 recovers and advances for a touchdown. Replays show that B45 never had possession of the ball before A80 recovered.

Ruling:  Unreviewable play.
Scoring Plays

A.R. 12.100
4/Goal on the B-1. A22 dives over the goal line, but is ruled short of the goal line by the officials. Replays show A22 extending the ball beyond the goal line before being down or having his forward progress stopped.

Ruling: Reviewable play, since it involves a potential score. Touchdown.

A.R. 12.101
4/Goal on the B-5. A22 runs to the one-yard line and dives for the goal line. The officials rule A22 out of bounds at the B-1. Replays show that while A22 was airborne, over out of bounds territory, he extended the ball over the goal line inside the pylon.
Ruling:  Reviewable play. Touchdown.

A.R. 12.102
3/27 on the A-3. QB A10 is sacked near the goal line. Officials rule A10 down at the B-1. Replays show the ball in the end zone when A10 was ruled down..

Ruling: Reviewable play. Safety.
Non-Reviewable Scoring Plays

A.R. 12.103   Field goal attempts

4/10 on the B-35. Team A’s field goal attempt is ruled good. Replays show the ball going wide left.

Ruling: Unreviewable play.

A.R. 12.104   Safety involving a penalty

3/12 on the A-5. A50 is called for holding in Team A’s end zone and B is awarded a safety. Replays show the holding took place at the A-2 yard line.

Ruling:  Unreviewable play. The spot of a foul is not reviewable.  

Timing      (IMPORTANT!!)
Instant replay guidelines allow for clock adjustment when a correction has been made to an on-field ruling.  The rule of thumb is that when the reversal creates a stopped clock we put time back on. When we review a play and we do not have a reversal, we cannot make any adjustment to the clock.
A.R. 12.105
1/10 on the A-20. A pass to the A-35 yard line is ruled complete. The receiver is downed inbounds with 10:00 showing on the game clock. After setting the chains and re-starting the game clock, the game is stopped with 9:40 on the clock Replays show the receiver trapped the ball.
Ruling:  2/10 on the A-20. Adjust the clock to 10:00 and start it on the snap.

A.R. 12.106
1/10 on the A-20. A22 runs and is ruled down at the 50 with 9:50 showing on the clock. Replays show A22 stepping out of bounds at the A-25 when there was 10:00 showing on the game clock.  

Ruling:  2/5 on the A-25. Adjust clock to 10:00 and start the clock on the snap.

A.R. 12.107
1/10 on the A-20. B55 picks up a fumble at the B-45, advances, and is downed inbounds at the 
A-20 yard line with 9:40 showing on the clock. Replays show B55’s knee touched down at the 50 with 10:00 on the game clock.

Ruling:  B’s ball, 1/10 at the 50. Adjust the game clock to 10:00.

A.R. 12.108
1/Goal on the B-5. A22 runs to the goal line and is ruled short with 10:00 showing on the game clock. After the ball is made ready for play, and with 9:40 showing on the game clock, the game is stopped for review. Replays show that the runner scored. 

Ruling:  Touchdown Team A. Adjust the game clock to 10:00.

Miscellaneous Situations

A.R. 12.109  Too many men on the field
3/10 on the B-22. B45 intercepts a pass and returns it for a touchdown. At the snap, B had 12 players on the field.

Ruling: Reviewable play. A’s ball 1/10 on B-11. NOTE: All 12 men must be viewable on the screen.

A.R. 12.110   Unreviewable plays involving penalties

3/5 on the B-17. B45 intercepts a pass and is returning it down a sideline. A40 or B77 comes off the bench and affects the play. B45 scores touchdown.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. Illegal substitution is not a reviewable infraction.

A.R. 12.110-A

1/10 on the A-20. Team A’s pass at the A-35 yard line in the middle of the field is ruled incomplete with 10:00 showing on the game clock. Replays show the pass was complete.

RULING: Team A 1/10 on the A-35. Clock starts on the ready signal.

A.R. 12.110-B

1/10 on the A-20. A pass at the A-35 in the middle of the field is ruled complete, and the game clock is stopped with 10:00 showing in order to move the chains. The clock is then started. With 9:45 showing, the game is stopped for play review. The ruling on the field is confirmed.

RULING: Team A 1/10 on the A-35. The clock remains at 9:45 and is started on the ready signal.

A.R.  12.111   Reversals and timeouts

1/10 on the A-40. QB A10 completes a pass to A80 at the B-42 and then calls a timeout. Replays show the pass hitting the ground before A80 possessed it and the game is stopped for review. 
Ruling: Reviewable Play. Incomplete pass. A’s ball 2/10 on the A-40. Team A is still charged with its time out.
A.R.  12.112
2/5 on the A-25. QB A10 throws a low pass that appears to be intercepted by B45 at the A-33, but the officials rule that the ball hit the ground. During the play tackle A76 sprained his knee and needed assistance getting off the field after the play is over. Replays show that the ball never hit the ground.

Ruling: Reviewable Play. B’s ball 1/10 on the A-33. 

A.R. 12.112-A

2/5 on the A-25. QB A10 throws a low pass that appears to be completed to A80 at the A-45, but the officials rule the pass incomplete. Two replays are inconclusive, so the Replay Facilitator decides not to stop the game. With Team A at the line of scrimmage before the next snap, Team A commits a false start or Team B makes dead ball defensive contact. Immediately thereafter, a 3rd replay shows the pass was complete.

RULING: Reviewable play. If a play is reviewable, it may be reviewed until the next snap. Completed pass. Team A’s ball 1/10 on the A-45. Clock starts on the ready signal.

A.R. 12.112-B

2/5 on the A-25. QB A10 throws a low pass that is intercepted by B45 and returned to the 50. With the intercepting team now at the line of scrimmage, a dead ball foul by either team occurs. Immediately thereafter a replay shows that the pass was incomplete.

RULING: Reviewable play as the next snap has not occurred. A’s ball 3/5 on the A-25. Adjust game clock to reflect the time at the end (when incomplete pass occurred) of the previous play.

A.R. 12.113
1/10 on the A-20. A22 runs to the A-25 yard line and loses possession of the ball. The line judge rules that A22’s knee was down before the fumble. 
Ruling:  Unreviewable play. The ball is dead when a runner is ruled down.
A.R. 12.114   

4/10 on the A-35. A16 punts to B45 at the B-25 yard line. B45 returns the punt to the B-32 yard line, is hit and fumbles. A80 recovers the ball at the B-34 yard line. Replays show that B45’s knee touched down before the fumble.

Ruling: Reviewable play. B’s ball 1/10 on B-32 yard line.  
A.R. 12.115   First down in the middle of field; status of down not changed

3/10 on the A-35, late in the 4th quarter of a close game. A22 takes a handoff and is ruled down at the A-43. Replays show that the correct spot was the A-44.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Re-spot the ball to the A-44. A’s ball 4/1 on the A-44. (Potential game impact within 1 yard of a first down)
A.R. 12.116   First down spot at sideline

3/10 on the A-20. A22 takes a handoff and is pushed out of bounds at the A-28 yard line. Replays show that the ball was at the A-29 yard line when A22 stepped on the sideline.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Re-spot the ball at the A-29, A’s ball 2/1. (Same rationale as in previous play)
A.R. 12.117   Replay review - clock administration

1/10 at the 50 with 18 seconds left in the first half. Team A, with no time-outs remaining, completes a pass to A80 at the B-20 yard line, where he is tackled inbounds. Team A lines up and QB A10 spikes the ball with one second remaining on the clock. Officials rule that the half is over.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. Half is over. Status of the game clock and play clock are not reviewable.

Penalty Enforcements
A.R. 12.118   Replay review – proper down

3/6 on the A-35. B77 is offside and the penalty is accepted. Officials mark off the penalty but mistakenly make it fourth down.

Ruling: Unreviewable play. Penalty enforcement is not reviewable, nor is the number of the next down.

A.R. 12.119   Replay Review – Next legal snap

1/10 on the A-20. A80 catches a pass at the A-45. Before the next snap tackle A70 false starts, after which B77 crosses the line of scrimmage and is flagged for a personal foul on QB A10.  Replays show that the ball hit the ground before A80 caught it.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Play can be reviewed up until the next legal snap. Incomplete pass.  Penalty for the false start is ignored, but the personal foul is enforced. A’s ball 1/10 on the A-35. Adjust game clock if necessary.
A.R. 12.120    Personal foul enforcement after reversal

1/10 on the A-30. QB A10 throws a low pass that is intercepted by B45 at the A-43 yard line. B45 returns the ball to the A-10 yard line, where he is tackled by the facemask by A50. Replays show that the ball hit the ground before B45 intercepted it.

Ruling: Reviewable play. Pass is incomplete, but the personal foul facemask penalty must be enforced. A’s 2/25 at the A-15.

A.R. 12.120-A

3/20 on the A-30. B45 intercepts a forward pass at the 50 and returns it for a touchdown during the return, a Team B player commits any type personal  or unsportsmanlike foul. Replays show that the pass was incomplete.

RULING: Reviewable play. If a play is reversed, always enforce any type personal or unsportsmanlike foul occurring during the play or the play review period after the play. Fouls carrying a five or ten yard penalty are ignored. Team A’s ball 1/10 on the A-45.

A.R. 12.121   Penalty yardage

First-and-10 on B35. A1 completes a forward pass to the B12-yard line, but A2 is called for holding. The officials mistakenly mark off a 5-yard penalty instead of 10.

Ruling: Unreviewable Play. Penalty enforcement is not reviewable.

A.R. 12.122   Replay Review  (Is this what the NCAA. will do?)
2/10 on the B-35. B45 intercepts a pass in the end zone and is downed there. Play is stopped for review for one minute by the replay official. The replay official sees nothing to change the call on the field. After the replay official tells the referee there will be no change, the referee leaves the telephone. Immediately thereafter, a replay comes up that shows the ball hitting the ground.

Ruling:  Reviewable until ball is next snapped. A’s ball 3/10 on the B-35. 

A.R. 12.123   Replay review – equipment breakdown

2/10 on the B-30 with 1 minute remaining in the 2nd quarter. QB A10 throws a pass to A80 at the B-15 yard line near a sideline, and the pass is ruled incomplete. Replays show that the receiver had a foot 
inbounds while in possession of the ball. The replay official stops the game to look at the play and as the referee is coming over to the telephone, the replay equipment malfunctions.

Ruling: The referee is to stay at the telephone for two minutes while the equipment is being repaired. If the equipment is not operational within two minutes, the play stands as ruled on the field. A’s ball 3/10 on the B-30.
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